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The monument to the memory of Alamo

This monument was erected by the world-famous geographer
Shigetaka Shiga, who was a native of Okazaki.

He was interested in the Battle at Alamo during the indepen-
dence war of Texas (1835-38), because it was similar to that of
Nagashino in Japan. In the famed battle at Nagashino (1575),
the forces of the Oda clan and the Tokugawa clan fought
against the force of the Takeda clan at Nagashino, Mikawa
Province, Aichi, Japan.

At Alamo, San Antonio, Texas, James Bonham, a soidier of the
Texas Voluntary Forces, sneaked out of the fortress to call for
reinforcements. Like James Bonham, Suneemon Torii, a warrior
of the allied forces, managed to get out of Nagashino Castle,
then besieged by the big enemy forces and receive reinfor-
cements from lyeyasu Tokugawa, a feudal lord who was
stationed in Okazaki.

Shiga was deeply impressed by both of their noble deeds and
decided to get two monuments erected in honor of them, one
at Alamo and the other here in Okazaki. The monuments were
made of stone produced in Okazaki and Nagashino, with
inscriptions written by Shiga.
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